
REDEEMER 

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 



Charlotte Mason’s House of Education, 
Scale How, Ambleside, UK, 2009 


the Armitt 

a 

Collection 

The Charlotte Mason Digital Collection is a not-for-profit 
database created in 2009-2011 to assist scholars, researchers, 
educators and students to discover, use, and build upon the 
Charlotte Mason Collection of archives, journals and books 
housed in the Armitt Library & Museum (UK). To learn more 
about this database or to search the digital collection, go to The 
Charlotte Mason Digital Collection. 

Your use of images from the Charlotte Mason Digital 
Collection is subject to a License . To publish images for 
commercial purposes, a license fee must be submitted and 
permission received prior to publication. To publish or present 
images for non-profit purposes, the owner, Redeemer University 
College, must be notified at cmdc@ redeemer. ca and submission 
of a copy of the context in which it was used also must be 
submitted to the owner at cmdc@ redeemer. ca. Credit lines, as 
specified in the License , must accompany both the commercial 
and non-profit use of each image. 

Unless you have obtained prior permission, you may not 
download an entire issue of a journal nor may you make multiple 
copies of any of the digital images. Higher resolution images are 
available. [Low resolution (150 dpi), single copy printing is 
permitted: High resolution images for publication can be 
purchased. Please contact Redeemer University College in 
writing as specified in the License to request high resolution 
images. 

While the document originals are housed in the Armitt Library & 
Museum, Redeemer University College owns the rights to the 
Digital Images (in jpg/pdf format) of the original archival 
documents and artifacts. The original Digital Images and 
database metadata are owned and maintained by Redeemer 
University College. Multiple images are bound together in PDF 
Packages. Click here to download the latest version of Adobe 
Reader for better viewing. In the PDF, click an image thumbnail 
to view it. 

This project was made possible through collaboration among the 
Armitt Library & Museum (Ambleside, UK), Redeemer 
University College (Ancaster, Canada) and the University of 
Cumbria (UK) and with the financial assistance of the Social 
Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada. 


Need help? If you do not see a side-bar with image thumbnails: 

Some of the PDF packages are large and will take some time to download. A very large PDF package may open more successfully 
if you download it first to your desktop. (From inside the database record, right-click on the link to the PDF package and save the 
link to your desktop.) Once it’s on your desktop, you can open it up with a recent version of Adobe Reader . 

If you have a Macintosh with Safari, the default program to open PDFs is Preview, which does not open the PDF packets. Mac 
users need to download Adobe Reader . If this cover page appears without a list of PDF files (either at the side or bottom of the 
screen), look for a paper clip or a menu option to view attachments. If you click that, you should see a list of the pages in the PDF 
package. 

Viewing files with Linux: This works with the default PDF viewer that comes pre-installed with Ubuntu. While viewing this 
cover page in the PDF viewer, click "View" on the top toolbar, and check the box that says "Side Panel". That will bring up the 
side panel. The side panel will show only this cover page. Click the ‘arrow’ at the top of the side panel, and it will give you the 
option to view "attachments." If you click that, you should see a list of PDF files, which are the pages in the PDF package. 


Social Sciences and Humanities Conseil de recherches en 
Research Council of Canada sciences humaines du Canada 




THE “P.R.” letter BAG. 

ftr the opinion s of Correspondent s. 
yn , Editor is not resfonsMe for /■ 

nursery dinners for A fortnight 

„ n.utton (.Rick I 

Boiled rabbit, parsley saucs S P nchovy sauce, potatoes (mashed) 

Een.il soup, cod, boiled flaked, se »ed ,n a„CB y Boiled 

round it-chiltan like the "pink .JJ ’ 8 les stewed in sago). 5. 

shank of mutton, bird s nes P“ gtewed prun es. 6. Roast fowl, ground 
Stewed pigeons, tapioca pu . p p baked haddock, gingerbread 

rdd'" 8 Irisf'stew (scrag-end neck of mutton), chocolate 

™uld ng o' Stewed rabbit, cornflour pudding and jam. to. Stewed ox- 
dreek boiled rice and treacle. . . . Vermicelli soup, fried fillets of plaice, 
fig pudding (suet). 12. Boiled fowl, boiled bacon bread and butte, 
pudding, n. Best end neck of mutton (stewed whole), rice pudding, 
stewed apricots. 14. Haricot bean soup, scallopped fish, boiled apple 
pudding. 

[The only list we have received— Ed.] 


Dear Editor, — Can you find space for these two typical letters from 
my correspondence, which may help other mothers : — 

“A. Could you kindly tell me the name of an English History which 
would be suitable for Alick ? He has read ‘ Little Arthur' ever so many 
times, and does not want child’s stories, but really something to learn, and 
yesterday he brought home from school some dictation of English History 
bristling with names; Pope Eleutherius, and the two first priests ordained 
in our island being very much to the fore, not to mention the fact that the 
Celts came straight to Britain from the Tower of Babel. This morning I 


j ^ b.rvuuuuu jrua.10 iu unugc uvci 111 iny CApia.na.uon uciwcc 

Pope Eleutherius and the Tow T er of Babel — as I teach him his lessons.” 
B. My mind is running upon this training of the imagination i 
geography and history teaching. You know with Bob, knowing h 
imagination, I got Tytler’s ‘Elements of General History’ and a ma] 
and all the old and new descriptions of excavations and travels in As 
Minor and Palestine, and Cassell’s Pictorial Bible, and we began wiili tl 
took r° n n0t E ea exact BMe text limiting creation to days'), ar 

Sft?'i srap ) ’ R a "? St0ry ‘°R etber describing the desert, the pla ns 

vavdle bad P ,e ra, 2' ,he '““I* » h ° ‘here, ‘he great cities, tl 

the tlountlm! m he Phainicla, > inventors, the chase of wild animals 

graduaT “ Sti™ Z'T * b e*«een the nations, tl 

g tlizatton, and the influence of climate and country on the peopl 
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the spread of culUvadoTin co^ls'iols' of ntta^ndlo 

the Hebrew herdsman ignorant of all irt-to tbe'polllhed Ser Md 
wtse lawgiver rn a country of strangers, where by his own i„divid„X“e 

$£ 5 r " PeCt ™ "is own religiom but 

w ith a child it is quite possible to make a glowing picture of a Hero 
around whom the whole atmosphere is charged with life in every detail and 
no country and no mountain or river remains only a hard name in a book 

It means study and care on the teacher’s part, and a certain amount of 
enthusiasm. 

I must plead guilty to taking Geoffrey of Monmouth’s Brutus (first 
inhabitant of Britain), and bringing him from Italy to Greece, Phoenicia, 
Palestine, Egypt, and so on we go through all the known countries of that 
epoch till he lands in Britain ; and it seems to me that to take some such 
figure every hundred years or so through the civilized world would be 
very interesting— we would follow all on maps, ancient and modern. 

But to do this consecutively would need time and books far beyond my 
resources ; and the time— and the British Museum.” 

The writer is a hard working pastor’s wife in a foreign settlement. She 
makes the most of her limited resources.— E. A. Gordon. 


Dear Editor. — Surely, between your ancient or new pupils, between 
your readers there will be plenty of young mothers and trainers who could 
help me in my work. 

I am collecting children’s documents and notes about customs and 
characters of mothers and children of more countries possible — pages of 
mothers’ and teachers’ note-books, observations made by older sisters 
about their youngest brothers or sisters — always with indication of ages 
and countries. 

So I seek some — the more the best girls or boys who will send me 
directly memories of their young life — in particular the more remembered 
friends and days of their short time or of their summer holiday — the words 
of popular songs children like at play or for sleeping time, and finally 
the account of special Christmas and New Year’s customs at their home, 
or in countries visited. 

I have already obtained some beautiful diaries of American girls of a 
convent in Ohio, and many I expect from various sides. Is there between 
you some one who will help me ? Find for me the little subjects who will 
be so good to send me their genuine, unsophisticated observations. The 
younger they are, more they are sincere in their expositions. Address . 
Madame Zina Arpesani De Agostini, Villa Keller, Italy. 

Mouza, pre£ de Milan. 

Dear Editor, — I do wish one of your readers, a doctor, would write a 
paper for us on the folly of giving little children sw'eets or choco ates. n 


OUR WORK 


_ '^ve^to them When 

my own small V1 a& ’ tl e j r children's pi these mothers say, 

a piece of chocolate on the. g00 d nlgh t. All these ^ , 

the P y come to the drawing room g0odie s, they are . § y 

“I wonld on . no accou > ^ .J cent> an d clothes 

k T7 ^^ll'noTspeak of the sticky a piece of chocolate 

and pillow; but surely to let a chi up with an unpleasant taste, 

in its mouth, which causes the child ^ chi , d brought up in this 
must injure a healthy normal appet > of porridge, cocoa, &c 

manner, can do justice to a good ^ . fc wou , d be weU ,f parents 
Chocolate has other propertie • > child 0 f eight, whose mother 

studied. Only this week have 1 he " tioner . s , and pays the bill each 
allows her an open account at the ^ appe tite, and having no self- 
week. Need I add that this c lessons or any study ? J know 

control in feeding, cannot appy h ^ f ’ weak on the chocolate 

most sensible mothers in other ways, 

Children have never been given sweets in any form or shape, and 

not one has had a bilious attack subject, and show us 

Trusting that a much abler pen w ^ “ chocolate, but that we 
mothers that there is not only no necessity g 
injure our children physically and morally by do.ng so. 

J \r xr Ft t t?nt More. 


OUR WORK. 

House of Education.— We are enjoying our work greatly in our ideal 
lecture room. How we wish our readers could see the students at their 
desks (Dr. Roth’s). The pretty practising-school, apart from the main 
building, completes the picture. We expect to take much joy in the 
grounds as the year goes on. The new students are bright and capable, 
and keenly interested in their work. The Principal had the pleasure of 
seeing several students, who are doing good and happy work, during her 
recent visit to London. The “ note ” of a House of Education student’s 
work is — attention, effort, bright response, on the part of the children ; 
but extremely little display of what is called teaching-power on that of the 
teacher. We go on the principle that all they have to do and to learn is 
naturally of infinite interest to the children. So we do not attempt to 
“ make lessons interesting and easy,” we simply avoid making them dull. 
While we were in London two little girls were offered a holiday because it 
was their governess’s birthday, but they were so sorely disappointed that 
the idea of a holiday was given up. We expect children to work, and 
they do so, but we are extremely careful always to give them the initiative, 
whether in lessons or play. 

Parents Review School . — We have succeeded in establishing our 
point, i.e ., that children can take keen interest and delight in their work 


OUR WORK. 


without any kind of prize, puff, or place-taking. 

offer no scholarships, we publish no honours list, and probably no children 
work more heartily and happily than those in the Parents' rZZ 
School As no artificial stimuli are applied, the children work without the 
feverish excitement and desire to excel, which is the real cause of break- 
down. The papers sent in for the Christmas examination evidence very 
thorough work. Some are quite excellent, and almost all fairly good 
1 he “ Gou.n Series appointed in the programmes we fear can be taken 
only by ex-students of the House of Education, or others who have 
studied the method ; alternative work is given. We notice elsewhere a 
work which should be of use in teaching Brushwork to those teachers to 
whom the method is new. Much of that sent in is thoroughly artistic and 
good Some half-dozen families take the palm for the beautiful neatness 
and orderliness of their papers. We have still to complain that Grammar 
and Arithmetic are rather weak. When this has been reported more than 
twice under the same teacher, the parents absolutely ought to get help, in 
these subjects, from some teacher of a neighbouring elementary school. 

Mothers' Educational Course . — We do not advise mothers to part with 
the books they have made their own by thorough study, but if any lady 
should wish to do so, we will insert a “ note to the Editor” containing a 
list. We hope that Parents and Children and other Editorial Articles 
will be published in book-form in the course of the year. This will be a 
relief to “ Mother students ” who cannot get back numbers of the Parents' 
Review . 

Natural History Club . — The modern awakening to the necessity for 

nature lore ” to take a prominent part in every child’s education has led 
to the cry of how to secure it. What are the means to this all desired 
end ? How are town children to learn to know and love nature ? To meet 
this demand the executive committee of the P.N.E.U. have started a 
Natural History Club, and have appointed a sub-committee to look after 
its management. This committee have arranged w’ith Mr. Rowbotham, a 
true nature and child lover, to give tw T o courses of lessons on Botany and 
Geology, one for children and beginners and one for more advanced 
students. Any one who has seen these letters, with their beautiful 
illustrations, will recognise that not only is Mr. Rowbotham a naturalist 
and a child lover, but he is also a true teacher of children. Still he does 
not intend that these letters should be placed in the hands of the chi ren 
but should be reproduced by the living teacher. Any good teacher will at 
once feel helped and inspired by these letters. In addition to this the clu 
holds annual exhibitions of collections made by children and their trien s 
(of which notices have already appeared). In addition to tiis tie y 
Park and Bayswater branch has arranged with Mr. Rowbotham to give 
course of ten talks on nature (botany, geology and physica 
May, June and July. He will meet parties of children on Wednes y , 
and possibly Saturday afternoons, at places not more than one 10 
from London, and will thus interestLondon children in natare eise ’ 
giving them the opportunity of a whiff of country air. P al 
be obtained from Miss Paterson, 28, Victoria Street, S. 



